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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of: 

Stephen H. Decatur Confirmation No.: 8192 

Application No.: 1 0/004,603 Art Unit: 3629 

Filed: October 23, 2001 Examiner M. U Brooks 

For: MOTIVATING PROSPECTING FOR 

VALUABLE COMPONENTS 

DKCI^RATION PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 81.131 

In connection with tiie Applicant's Response to the non-final Office Action dated 
November 1, 2007, this Declaration sets fbrth tiie pertinent facts proving conception of the 
claimed invention no later than October 11. 2000. and diligence until at least constructive 
reduction to practice, wifli the filing of U,S Provisional Application Serial No. 60/249,304, on 
November 16, 2000, and the eventual filing of the instant plication as U.S. Application Serial 
No. 10/004,603, on October 23, 2001 . 

1. I, Stephen H. Decatur, am flie sole listed inventor for U.S. Patent Application 
Serial No. 10/004,603 entitied: "Motivating Prospecting for Valuable 
Components." 

2, I, Stq)hen H. Decatur, conceived the claimed invention no later than October 1 1, 
2000, as evidenced by tiie invention disclosure questionnaire (hereafter 
"Disclosuie") attached to an email dated October 11, 2000 (see Tab 1). The 
subject matter of said Disclosure is die basis for tiie claimed subject matter in 
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both U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/249^04 and U.S. Application 
Serial Na 10/004,603. 

3. I, Stqjhen H. Decatur, conceived the claimed invention no later than October 1 1, 
2000, as set forth above in tiie United States. 

4. I, Stephen H. Decatur, diligently worked on the reduction to practice of the 
inventicm until at least *e filing of U.S. Prowsional Application Serial No. 
60/249,304 on November 16, 2000 (see Tab 2), as evidenced by (0 various fields 
of fte Disclosure (see Tab 1) discussing tiie conception and completion of the 
invention; (ii) an email to Mr. Robert Sloat m the BP Amoco Corporation Law 
D^wrtment dated October 11, 2000, refwencang the Disclosure as an attachment 
(without signed pages) as shown in Tab I; and (?'k) an email fit>m Mr. Robert 
Sloat dated October 12, 2000, discussmg the proposed filmg of a patent 
application (see Tab 3), 

5. I, Stephen H. Decatur, continued to diligently work on the reduction to practice of 
the invention until the filing of U.S. Application Serial No. 10/004,603, on 
October 23, 2(H)1 (see Tab 4), as evidenced by: (0 an emsal from Lottie C, 
Wanninger, an associate of Mr. Robert Sloat, dated December 1, 2000, requesting 
I, Stephen H, Decatur, sign page 4 of the Disclosure (see Tab 5); and (I'O a letter 
from Mr. Robert Sloat dated March 14, 2001, requesting I, Stephen H. Decatur, 
execute the assignment for U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/249,304 
(see Tab 6). 
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I, Stephen H. Decatur, hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true; and further tiiat these statements were made wWi the knowledge tfiat willful 
&ke statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the Uiuted States Code ai^ tfiat such willfiil false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued Ih^eon. 



Signed this i£ day of April 2008. 
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TABl 



From; Dscstur, Steve H 

S«nu Wednesday, October 1 1 , 2000 10:01 AM 

To; SfaiSt, Robert E. 

Subject: 



DescFiptive Titled . .".^"-^^ 



^rtual Prospect 



Company/Business Unit (indude Project No.): 
Date when you concerved the invention? Febniaiv. 2000 



Specirtcally Identify and attach copras of all notet>ook pages, letters, reports, 
drawings, and memos relafing to the invention. 



Sent to Robert Stoat on 10/3/00. 



Earliest disctosiaf© to others within the company (where, when, and to whom; oral 
or written; ote records): 



I3eceniber, 1999 in Houston. Texas to Niloy Shah. The first written records and 
rr^tings with others date to February. 2000. 



EarHasl date Invention was operated or made (when and where, who observed 
the tests): 



Pilot is preparing to launch In ate October, 2000. 



Records relied on: 



Has the invention (or its product) been shown to, offered to, or described to 
persons outside the company? If yes, explain where, when, and the 
Cffcimistances. 



Schlumberger June, 2000 - discussing with Schtumberger an d Geco-PraWa 
h ow Virtuai P rospect would work | * 

PGS June. 2000 - same conversal 

Sc^tamberqer. tagidmark, Atgust, 2000 ^ 
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If SO, describe: 




Has there been or are there plans to use, d isclose, pub lish, or setl your 
invention (or its product}? 

If so, explain: 



What problems did your invention solve? Summarize prior practice. How does 
your Invention solve the problem or have an advantage over prior practioe? Any 
other potential uses? How will invention benefit the company? 



The Virtual Prospect concept allows bp to develop prospective exploration 
opportunities from a wide array of individuals that are not employees. The 
concept allows bp to purchase opportunities that bp likes. Prior practice has 
been to hire consultants, resulting in payiTients wiUi unsatislactory results. This 
practice can also be used to use the website to improve field production by 
paying for production opportunities that bp finds attractive. The company will 
benefit through idenfrfying, drilling, and producing additlonai gas and oil 
e)9loia!3on prospects. 
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Propii8faiy-To Be Maintained in Confidence 



1 0. Identify the scope of patent and literature searched for prior art. List the 
computer seardi reference number, and list and enclose alt patents and 
publidy-avaltable documents relating to your invenficHi. 



1 1 . Attach a detailed description of Invention. If drawings or sketches are useful, 
st^it a copy and refer to drawings in description by numbered Hems. Specific 
examples (including test procedures and protocols) and op^ble ranges for 
processes should be induded. 

12. Brief description of invention (try to use iess than 1 00 words for abstracting 
puiposes): 

1) Advertise bp explbrafion blocl(s, through a public website for geosclentists 
interested in interpreting geological and geophysical data. 

2) Interested geosdentists apply for rights to interpret geol(^(cal and 
geophysical data on bp bloclcs. 

3) Bp screen geosdenSsts appiic^ions and seiecte successful candidates. 

4) Successful geosclence candidates receive geological and geophysical data 
from bp and begin data interpretation. 

5) Successful candidates review data interpretations with bp personnel. Bp 
personnd pay candidates for interpreted prospects bp selects to drill. 



1 3. Expected scope of invention. (State also how and lo what esdent possS^le 
equivalents in materials, steps, or machine elements have been investigated.) 

6) Successful candidate reviews unselected prospecte with other oil companies 
to select to drill. Other oil companies pay candidates for prospects they seiect to 
drill 
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14. Signatures 
Stephen Oecatur 



iNVENTOR(S) 




(Printed Name) 



(Signature) 



(Street Address) 



County State 



Citizenship 



Social Security No. 



Citiizenshq) 



Sociai Security No. 



(Printed Name) (Prtited Name) 



(Signature) 


(Signature) 




(Street Address) 


(Street Address) 




City County Stats 


Zip City County State 


Zip 


atizenstiip 


CitizBnshqp 




Social Security No. 


Social Security No. 





(Printed Name) (Printed Name) 



(S^natuie) 


(Signature) 




(Street Address) 


(Street Address) 




City County State Zip 
(Residence) 

CiSzenship 


City County State 
(Residence) 

Citizenship 




Sodal Security No. 


Socia! Security No, 
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WITNESS(£S} 


Tom Niswander 


Deborah Htarker 


/^/~\ ^^riAted Name) 


(Printed Name) 


(Signature) 


(Signature) 


[]i|C0mber 4. 2000 


December 4, 2000 


(Date) 


(Date) 



C^cemfcter4,200p ^ 

15. Who in the Company shouid review this disclosure? 
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JUNIIW ®»reS IVSTEWr ANPTHAISHAflK Oewe 
jm^iBfAjgp/ 

FlLJ^JGBEGEtPT 

BP Amoco -Gorporatlon 
'Alln: .Docket Clerk Uw Departmerii 
Mall; Code 2Sd7:A 
aoOE^stBamfoJph Drive 
Cnicaepjl, 60001-7125 

Date MaHed: 02/23/2001 

Reeeiplt-ls iackniswtgdged of thfe isrovlsldinal P^ifit ftppli.Gayofi. :l.lWU],b'e considered In l,tsf.arder aijd y^su will 
Banotifjed to the resjJIts'Ofthe e>tamin?IJpfl; ^-sm tQ Mvisie tfte-U.a, ■APP).lcy^^;^^>F^ NUWeeR, piLlN© 
DATE, 5*\ME OF APPilfeANT, and TTO iwbB.n Inquiripa ^ibM. thi?. ^pplicattbH. fm 

■tfgns/rsHted by- efieck or draft>ar& suljj^ta lo ^eolte^fidn. PNse yeiifx #b -aoGuracy of tlie data presented oij 
im repeal if an ferrw ia note^ irt thTs Filing Recfel^^ please write ip th& XJffii^ of loitMl Patent 
Exactbafion's ieustomer Smlde Oenjer. Pie^s& provide a sopy «>f ttifs; FjilKjg. Rep^lpt w«b the 
■<ihaHges noifea tiiWeon, Jf you t«eeive<l.a "WotJee Fjte Mj^SWg Ntts^ for ihrs applipaimn, p^^^ 
imati flny sormcfions to mi^ Ptllng R^^lpt mh reply to tttft H?!ac#;Wh«n.tee PtiD jpfiOtf^sses. 
th^ j^iy t^^ iW N!cji«??,^^^^ Ptei viari gehissrsiB mQtm nm hMmm (rtWfpi&.ra(lng ihfi fet(«e«fted. 
iso3R5gGttoas jtJfraijRiroprrateJ. 

ilC^ntlriaiiidDstaisrs eiaiUne^Dy Apf|»iieai« 
Foreran AppliGatronis 

.|f,Rekqq'fred, Forteign Riling License Qjamfed 02^22/2001 



Wlotrvafln9..pfQdp8iSttlig Torv^juaWe cottlppnents 
Prstlminaiy Glass 



Data armf - 3MALLS, aoNNA Team t: OIPE Ifete; Q2?23S13(J.1 

/iipiiiiiiiwitiiupH^^^ 



UCENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.G. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
FJUNG UCENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are Issued In all 
applications where the conditions for issuance of a license have Iseen met. regardless of whether or not a 
license may t>e required aa set fortii in 37 CRF 6.16. The scope and limitations of this flcense are set forth in 
37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier license has been Issued under 37 CFi* 5.15(b), The license is subject to 
revocation upon written notification, The date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an eariier 
iicense of similar scope has Iseen granted under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the ficensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective d^e 
thereof unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applicat!orts(s) filed under 

36 CFR 1, 53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not In any way lessen the responsibility of a Bcensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provlsloris of ejdstine laws relating to espionage and 
iiie national security or tlie export of technical data. Licensees should af^Jrise themselves of current 
regulations especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense 
Trade Controls, Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121- 
128)); the Office of Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 0)): the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control. Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S,C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN 
FILING LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may ^iil petition for a license under 

37 CFR 6.12, tf a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from Uie filing date of the application. If 
6 months has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of 
a secrecy order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15 
(b). 

PLEASE MOTE the following information about the Filing Receipt 

• The articles such as "a," "an" and "the" are not included as the first wojtis in Uie title of m applic^ion. 
They are considered to be unnecessary to the understand^ of the title. 

• The wokJs "new," "improved," "improvement in" or "relating to" are not included as first words in 
the title of an application because a patent apfrticaSion, by nature, is a new idea or improvement. 

• The title may be tmncatod if it consisls of more tiian 600 characters (letters and spaces combined). 

• The docket number allows a maximum of 26 characters. 

• if your application was submitted under 37 CFR 1.10, your filing date should be Uie "date In" found on 
the Express Malt label. If there is a discrepancy, you should submit a request for a corrected Filing 
Receipt along with a copy of the Express Mail label showing the 'date In." 

• The title is recorded In sentence case. 



Any corrections that may need to be done fo your Filing Receipt should be directed to: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Office of Initial Patent Examination 
Customer Senric© Center 
Washington. DC 20231 
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— OrtginEtf Message — 

To: ZuPfente,MargyV 
Cc: Gabaia^ Barnes A. 

Suloe* ^«rtua! Pnspe** IfiveitBon VHsdtms 

Please enter this in the J 
hard copy and forward if 
soon on it. 
Bob 



Bm and let me l<no ttie case # assigned J will get a 
— ^We prolsably will file veiy 



TAR 4 
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United States BCTem- and TkADEtiARK OmcE 



COMMiesiONeR FOR Rlc^E^^s 

UHTEU STATES BffOJT ANOlRiADEMWK OFFICE 
WKsniHcnm, D.C. 




10/004,603 10^3/2001 2161 824 94,0046 2 10 4 



CONFIRMATION NO. 8192 



FlUNG RECEIPT 



JohnH. Bouchard 

Schlumbsrger Technology Corporation 
Suite 1700 
5599 San Felipe 
Houston, TX 77056-2722 




liiilllll 



•0000000000724637? 



Date Mailed: 12/31/2001 



Receipt is acknowledged of this non provisional Patent Appticatiofi. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notiSed as to tiie results of the examination. Be sure to provide tiie U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FlUNG DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when Inquiring about this appiicallon. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
error Is noted on this Filing Receipt, please write to the Office of Initial Patent Examination's Customer 
Service Center, Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If you 
received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" lor this application, please submit any corrections to this Filing 
Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Motice, the USPTO will 
generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested conrections (if appropriate). 

App]icant(s) 

Stephen H. Decatur, Houston, TJ^ 

Domestic Priorify data as claimed by applicant 

THIS APPLN CLAI^4S BENEFIT OF 60/249,304 11/16/2000 

Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted 12/31/2001 
Projected Publication Date: 05/16/2002 
Non-PubBcation Request: No 
Early t^ubncation Request: No 



iWofivating parospedlng for valuable components 



Prelimtnaiy Class 
705 
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LICENSE FOR FORQGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Tlt!e 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.1 1 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a Bcense under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED. FOREIGN FiLlNG 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such Scenses are fe$ued in ail applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.16. The scope and iimitetjons of this license are set forth Jn 37 CFR 5,15(a) unless an earlier 
licetjse has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license Is sul)|ect to revocation upon written notification. The 
date Indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earfier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license Is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or aJler the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related appilcaflons(s) filed under 37 C¥R 
1.S3(d>. This license is not retroacQve. 

The grant of a license does not In euiy way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Governing contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to es{»on^e and the 
national secutily or the export of technical data. Ucensees should apprise themsetves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the OfHce of DefSsnse Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Anns, Munitions and Implements of War C22 CFR 121-128)); the OfBce of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (D); the Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

MOT GRAMTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the piirase "IF REQUIRED. FOREIGN FlUNG 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this fonri. Applicant may stilt pefifion for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12, if a license Is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of ttie application, if 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this applcatton and the licensee has not rsoeived any Indication of a secrecy 
order under 39 U.S.C, 1 81 , the lioensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.1 S(b). 
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From: Wannlnger, Lottie C. 

Sent: Friday, December 01. 2000 2:32 PM 

To: Decatur. Steve H 

Co: Zuffante, Margy V 

Subleet: Invention Disclosure Questionnaire - Virtual Prospect 



Per our telephone conversation last week, 1 have finally been able to locate a copy of the Invention Disclosure 
Questionnaire form you completed, i have attached a copy belo w. Please print an original of the atta ched, and complete 
page four of the form, then sign it and return it to m© in Chicago,! " 




NVDISC37Z73P.DO 
C 
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BP Amoco Corporation 
Law Daperunent 



Rterch 14, 2001 



Steve Detafeir 




U. S. Application 60/249,304, Filed November 16, 2000 
Motivating Prfaspectinq for Valuable Components. Re f. 32.273P 

In connection witli the above referenced U. S. Provisional Application, filed in ttie 
United States Patent Office on November 16, 2000, enclosed you wilifind two 
exetMJtion copies of an Assignment which is now required for filing. 

Please sign and have both copies of ttie Assignment notarized and return same to 
me as quickly as possible. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 



Robert ESl^t 

I Chicago 



flew 

Enclosure 



